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Tropical forests could become one fourth or more of 
the emissions reductions needed by 2030 to avoid a 
2 degree increase in global temperature*

But how?

*Griscom et al. 2017. Natural climate solutions. Nature Climate Change



Slowing the loss and speeding the recovery of 
tropical forests is possible at scale through strong 
political and well-designed public policies and 
programs

Brazilian Amazon: 70-80% reduction in deforestation; ~7 
GtCO2 avoided emissions

Costa Rica: Deforestation declined; reforestation increased 
nationally

India: $6B/year in transfers to favor forests



After 11 years of REDD+ and 8 years of “zero 
deforestation” corporate commitments, how are we 
doing? 

REDD+     Compensating nations, jurisdictions and projects 
for reducing emissions from deforestation and/or 
forest degradation

Corporate “Zero Deforestation” commitments: 473 
companies have committed to “deforestation-free” 
commodity sourcing; 50 are implementing their 
commitments (source: Supply Change)



THE STATE OF JURISDICTIONAL SUSTAINABILITY : 
Synthesis for practitioners and policymakers

https://earthinnovation.org/state-of-jurisdictional-sustainability/



39 
Jurisdictions

Tropical forest

28% 

19/39
Reduction 
relative to 

FREL 

38/39
Formal 

commitments

6.8 GtC02e
Avoided emissions

Policies and 
programs

In
no

va
tiv

e

Com
m

unities
Key Statistics–Global Summary



Jurisdictions (39)



Example: Jurisdictional Profile Brief

Spotlight on 
Innovation

Timeline

Pledges

Key Policies, 
Programs & 
Innovations

Progress in 
Various Areas

Challenges & 
Opportunities

Overview



Synthesis: Central Questions

Has deforestation decreased in the study jurisdictions?
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Deforestation trends
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• Half of jurisdictions reduced deforestation 
below FREL over same period

• 80% original forest cover (4.98 million 
km2) remaining; total C stock = 69.2 GtC
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What commitments have jurisdictions made toward 
reducing deforestation/emissions (and other targets)?
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What progress have jurisdictions made toward 
low-emission development?
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• Most advanced: Spatial Plans & Multi-stakeholder Processes related to LED-R

• Early: MRV, Sustainable Agriculture & LED-R Finance

Progress to Jurisdictional Sustainability



What external support/recognition 
have jurisdictions received?
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Finance & Partnerships

• Climate finance: too low, too slow, too much like aid...
• 29 of the 39 jurisdictions have received (or scheduled to receive) approximately USD 2.3B
• Only 1 jurisdiction has received pay-for-performance funding directly (Acre State, Brazil)
• Partnerships: General agreements in 16 jurisdictions, but only more concrete/contracted in 5



The global disconnect: 473 corporate commitments, 39 
jurisdictional pledges, but only 5 formal partnerships

473 Companies 39 jurisdictions5



What is the potential for reducing emissions?
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39 jurisdictions: zero net deforestation 
by 2030 projection

39
Jurisdictions

11.8 GtC02e

2017-2030



Would 20 GtCO2 by 2030 be possible?
1. Help 39 jurisdictions achieve zero net deforestation (12 GtCO2)
2. Double the number of green jurisdictions by 2021, creating upward 

pressure on national governments to achieve
3. Stronger national action



How do we speed up progress?
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Build a global green jurisdiction “system“
1. Establish guiding principles for defining success
2. Implement these principles through an online green jurisdiction 

registry with low entry level bar
3. “Matchmaking” service to facilitate partnerships with markets, 

investors, donors, technical partners
4. Increase support to aspiring jurisdictions to become better places to 

do business, with lower risk to investors
5. Forge agreement with Greenpeace, RAN, MightyEarth for green 

jurisdictional “safe zones”



To create a global “race-to-the-top”, we 
need new narrative: 

Low-carbon, forest-friendly development = prosperity
• Better health
• Better jobs
• Greater economic opportunities
• Food security
• Climate change resilience
• Stronger democratic institutions (transparency, accountability)



Thank you! dnepstad@earthinnovation.org
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https://earthinnovation.org/state-of-jurisdictional-sustainability/


	スライド番号 1
	Tropical forests could become one fourth or more of the emissions reductions needed by 2030 to avoid a 2 degree increase in global temperature*��But how?
	Slowing the loss and speeding the recovery of tropical forests is possible at scale through strong political and well-designed public policies and programs
	After 11 years of REDD+ and 8 years of “zero deforestation” corporate commitments, how are we doing? 
	スライド番号 5
	スライド番号 6
	スライド番号 7
	Example: Jurisdictional Profile Brief
	スライド番号 9
	Deforestation trends
	スライド番号 11
	スライド番号 12
	スライド番号 13
	スライド番号 14
	スライド番号 15
	スライド番号 16
	Finance & Partnerships
	The global disconnect: 473 corporate commitments, 39 jurisdictional pledges, but only 5 formal partnerships
	スライド番号 19
	スライド番号 20
	スライド番号 21
	スライド番号 22
	スライド番号 23
	スライド番号 24
	�Thank you!

