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Towards a New Transformation?
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An apocalyps in slow motion?

• Most policies and targets focused on 
decreasing negative impacts

• Emerging alternatives create possibility for 
radical shift to low‐carbon society

• Shift from optimisation to transformation 
implies transitions, uncertainty and conflict
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Examples 

From 
• New wind parks, co‐firing
• Efficient waste recycling
• Efficient SUVs

• Resource recuperation in 
wastewater

• Innovation policy, 
participation

To 
• Radical energy neutrality
• Material reuse
• Cycling, hydrogyn, e‐

mobility, uber
• Decentralized ecological 

filters, waterless toilets
• Transition policy, co‐

governance
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Transition points
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Top down
Institutional innovation

Bottom up
Social innovation

Phase out
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Transition points

Transition governance
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Transformative science?

• The New Transformation is a society wide 
experimental journey

• Requires facts, interpretation, sense‐making, 
reflexivity, learning and new ideas

• Implies more hybrid and transdisciplinary science
– co‐creating new realities, identifying breakthorugh points, 

mobilising and empowering alternatives and disempowering 
regimes
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Thank you for your attention

For more information and publications:
loorbach@drift.eur.nl
www.drift.eur.nl
www.transitionsnetwork.org
www.twitter.com/drk75


